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  To enter the contest, you must be a junior (and will be a 
senior in the fall of 2015).
  You and your parents or guardian must be served by 

Beltrami Electric Cooperative.
  To qualify, candidates must submit an application, write a 

500-word essay and submit two letters of reference from 
teachers, a group or community leaders.
  Applications must be received by Monday, March 2, 

2015, and are available via download at Beltrami Electric’s 
website (www.beltramielectric.com).

  Those interested should mail their applications, letters of 
recommendation and essays to Youth Tour, Beltrami Electric 
Cooperative Inc., PO Box 488, Bemidji, MN 56619-0488.

  For more information, contact Sam Mason at Beltrami 
Electric, 218-444-2540 or visit http://www.mrea.org/
youthandschool/youth_tour.php and www.youthtour.coop 
for exciting highlights of past electric cooperative Youth 
Tours.

Win A Trip to Washington, D.C.
JUNE 13-18, 2015

Just write a winning essay, and you could win  
the trip of a lifetime from Beltrami Electric Cooperative!
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Because electricity is an 
instantaneous product that 
must be produced, distributed 
and consumed at the same 

moment in time, when we use electricity 
significantly impacts the total cost and 
reliability of the electrical system. The 
peak demand we create may be as big a 
factor as how much electricity we use.  
It is possible that one consumer who 
uses a smaller amount of electricity, but 
has a higher consumption rate during 
periods of peak demand, actually creates 
more expenses than another consumer 
who uses a larger volume of energy 
during off-peak periods. This is why the 
off-peak electrical rate is significantly 
discounted compared to the average or 
standard electrical rate. I know from 
experience that for many the idea that 
when they use electricity impacts the 
cost is a new concept. I believe that 
the greatest potential to control future 
electrical rates and provide for the 
integration of intermittent renewable 
generation lies in controlling when we 
use electricity. Demand Response (DR) 
or Load Management are tremendous 
tools to lower the cost of electrical service 
by moving some of the demand for 
electricity to the off-peak hours of the 
day. 

Electricity can come from many 
energy sources. It is really a method to 
utilize and deliver energy, rather than 
a fuel or energy source. Electricity can 
come from the traditional sources or 
new renewables. This includes baseload 
generation plants powered by coal, 
nuclear or hydro dams and smaller 
peaking plants powered by liquid 
petroleum. In the last decade we have 
seen the introductions of wind and 

solar generation becoming part of the 
energy production. Each of these systems 
has a unique set of fixed capital costs 
and variable operating costs; the ratios 
between these costs, along with the 
utilization factor, determine the average 
cost of the electricity that is produced 
with the generators. 

Generally, the large baseload plants 
have the lower variable operating costs 
and a higher utilization factor, which 
provides for the lowest average cost per 
kilowatt-hour (kWh) produced. Baseload 
plants do have high fixed or capital costs 
to construct. To be effective, baseload 
plants are used to serve the part of the 
demand curve that is relatively constant 
throughout the day and seasons. Peaking 
plants that have lower capital costs, but 
poorer utilization factors and higher 
variable operating costs, are used to 
serve less frequent demand periods. 
The average cost of electricity from a 
peaking plant is generally higher, but 
these plants are required to maintain 
system reliability. Renewable generation 
such as wind and solar appears attractive 
because the fuel is renewable and there is 
no incremental cost for each unit of wind 
or solar energy. The cost of renewable 
energy resides in the capital cost of the 
equipment and the utilization factors. 
There are some maintenance expenses 
with wind systems appearing to require 
more maintenance than solar systems. 
Keeping the snow off solar systems may 
be the most significant issue here in 
Minnesota. Back to the ratios between 
the cost factors and utilization factors; 
generally, traditional generation has a 
high availability and therefore utilization 
is determined by the consumer’s energy 
usage habits and seasonal changes. 

Sam Mason, Manager of Energy Services and Facilities

Load management creates a  
cost-effective demand response
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Minnesota State Electrical Inspectors 
Beltrami and Clearwater Counties 

Davis Smid 
507-227-2772 - mntristate@gmail.com

Cass and Hubbard Counties 
Steve Schauland 

218-652-2213 or fax 218-333-0451
These are the inspectors covering the area served 
by Beltrami Electric. They can be reached by  
phone Monday through Friday between 7 and  
8:30 a.m. or by fax or email as indicated.

Gopher State One Call 
1-800-252-1166 or 811

Anyone who plans to dig is required by law to 
notify the state of their intentions at least 48 
hours in advance. 
All digging requires the 48-hour notification 
so that buried telephone line, television cable, 
pipelines, utility electrical lines, municipal water 
and sewer lines can be located to ensure that 
none will be severed or damaged.

ON THE COVER: 2015 Youth Tour winners 
will visit our nation’s capitol, along with 
many other historic sites, on their trip to 
the Washington, D.C., area June 13-18.

GUEST EDITORIAL
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Renewable generation adds another 
issue impacting the utilization factor, 
in that it may not be producing when 
the consumer demand is the highest, or 
alternately it may be producing when 
there is very little consumer demand for 
electricity. 

Back to the subject of load 
management to create an effective 
DR system; this is where you and I 
can really impact the average cost of 
electricity. Our participation in the 
load management program improves 
our cooperative’s utilization factor, 
therefore lowering the average cost 
of electrical energy and positioning 
us to effectively utilize intermittent 
renewable generation. The alternate 
is also true; if you and I create a poor 
power utilization factor by increasing 
our usage during periods of peak 
demand and reduce utilization during 
off-peak periods, the average cost will 
be increased. I am often asked why 
one electric company has a lower or 
higher electrical rate than another. 
Along with density of consumers, this 
utilization pattern that the consumers 
collectively create is the most significant 
reason. The reason for the difference 
is often how and when we use 
electricity. Consumers can improve 
this factor through the use of the load 
management system. 

Beltrami Electric is part of the 
Minnkota Power system and receives 
more than 30 percent of its capacity 
from wind generation; this makes 
our system a leader in renewable 
wind generation. Our existing load 
management system is a key to 
making this work, and your effective 
participation in the load management 
program can greatly improve the 
affordability and reliability of our 
electrical system.  

The cooperatives in the Minnkota 
system have been leaders in the use 
of load management since the late 
1970s. Over the decades the system 
has saved tens of millions of dollars for 
our members. We continue to use this 
wonderful system today, and I foresee a 
much more sophisticated DR system in 
years to come.

A key reliability function of the 

load management system is to respond 
to mechanical malfunctions in the 
generation and transmission systems. 
When our generation is offline, we can 
often purchase additional energy from 
the wholesale markets. If the markets 
offer affordable pricing, we make 
these purchases, but as was the case in 
January 2014, we avoided expensive 
purchases when market prices spike. 
This has helped your cooperative save 
significantly and, in turn, has kept those 
costs from flowing down to members in 
the form of additional rate increases.

The DR system provides a benefit 
to all members by helping to control 
the average cost of electricity and 
avoiding the cost of constructing 
additional peaking power plants. 
Those participating in the program 
also receive a significant savings 
compared to the standard electrical 
rate. The success of the program 
requires member participation and 
understanding. I want to say thank you 
for taking the time to learn more about 
your electric cooperative and how you 
can effectively use the services available 
to you, such as the off-peak heating rate. 

Allow me to highlight some of 
the key factors that create a great off-
peak heating system and contribute 
to an active load management system 
to create an effective DR. Maintaining 
your comfort throughout the heating 
season is the first requirement of the 
heating system. To do this, off-peak 
heating uses a strategy of thermal 
storage or dual fuel. Both of these 
systems allow the interruption of the 
supply to the electric heating elements. 
The dual-fuel system switches to the 
alternate fuel such as a propane furnace; 
the thermal storage system relies on 
the reserve of heat stored in the system. 
The key is that the backup system be 
adequate to heat the home through the 
period of load management. 

Examples of electric thermal 
storage (ETS) are underfloor electric 
cables or hot water tubing buried deep 
in the sand below the concrete slab in 
a building. Another popular storage 
system is the Steffes ETS heater that 
uses high density ceramic bricks to store 
thermal energy. Beltrami Electric is the 

local distributor for Steffes products 
and I used Steffes room units as a key 
component in the off-peak heating 
system in my own home. 

The most common dual-fuel 
system going into homes today is an 
electric plenum heater installed in the 
ductwork above a propane furnace. 
Those seeking even higher efficiency 
systems and the added benefits of 
cooling are adding an air-source heat 
pump to this system. Properly sized 
high-efficiency systems can achieve 
seasonal efficiencies of 200 percent and 
significantly cut the annual heating 
cost. 

There are several rebate programs 
that are available to assist members 
with the installation cost of a new or 
upgraded off-peak electric heating 
system. These are the Powerful Value 
rebates of $20 per kW of installed 
electric heat and the PowerSavers 
Conservation rebates available on a 
wide variety of high-efficiency electric 
heating systems. To learn more about 
these programs, visit our website at 
www.beltramielectric.com or call us 
here at Beltrami Electric Cooperative. 

Making your off-peak electric  
heating system work for you

Here are a few things to keep in 
mind when evaluating your backup 
heating system.
• Automated backup heating systems 

provide greater convenience than 
manually operated systems.

• The backup heating system must 
have adequate capacity to heat the 
home for extended periods.

• You must have adequate fuel for the 
backup system.

• The ability to shut off the off-peak 
electric heating system when the 
wholesale energy market becomes 
very expensive enables you to receive 
the lower cost off-peak rate. 

• Protect your off-peak rate by using 
your backup system during these 
periods. Those who tamper with the 
load management system or use on-
peak plug-in electric heaters as their 
backup are incurring excessive cost 
for the cooperative membership.



Abbott, Cody and Kim J., Port   
 Charlotte, Fla.
Amundson, Jim and Trudy,   
 Bloomington, Minn.
Anderson, Barbara A.,  
 Grand Rapids, Minn.
Anderson, Mark D. and Mary K.,   
 Laporte, Minn.
Anderson, Robert C., Redlake, Minn.
Anderson, Scott W. and Anne M.,  
 East Grand Forks, Minn.
Anglers Beach Resort - C/O John and  
 Diana Pratt, North Liberty, Iowa
Annette, Kathleen R., Bemidji, Minn.
Applebee, Lorie A., Minneapolis, Minn.
Backstrom, Jay, Minneapolis, Minn.
Balsam Creek Incorporated - DBA  
 Mason Lakewood Bar & Grill,   
 Bemidji, Minn.
Bancroft, Michael and Alma L., 
 Bemidji, Minn.
Baumgartner, Christine A., Bemidji,   
 Minn.
Beck, Jodi R., Bemidji, Minn.
Beckman, Brian D., Scottsdale, Ariz.
Belcher, Debra M., Bemidji, Minn.
Bemidji Building Center, Bemidji, Minn.
Blake, Ruth and Charles, Harrison,   
 Tenn.
Blue, Carol L., Cass Lake, Minn.
Blue Estate, Robert D., Cass Lake,   
 Minn.
Bodell, John and Linda, Warren, Minn.
Boock, Ronald, Vining, Minn.
Brimer, William S. and Kristy L.,   
 Bemidji, Minn.
Brock, Margaret, Bemidji, Minn.
Broekemeier, Timmy J., Cass Lake,  
 Minn.
Bruguier, Betsy, Minneapolis, Minn.
Budde Estate, Carl W., Blackduck,   
 Minn.

Bullhead, Tex, Warroad, Minn.
Burba, David A., Gilbert, Ariz.
Burmayer, Michael, Dsrt Ht Spgs, Calif.
Carlson, Kendall L., Brandon, S.D.
Caron, Brian M., Bemidji, Minn.
Carrigan, Melissa L., Bemidji, Minn.
Casper, Angela J. and Jon N., Bemidji,  
 Minn.
Cavazos, Audrey A., Gonvick, Minn.
Chalich, Eyleen, Menahga, Minn.
Cheney, Thomas H. and Dorothy A.,  
 Fargo, N.D.
Christianson, Beverly M., Grand   
 Rapids, Minn.
Chumley, Hazel, Far Rockaway, N.Y.
Clevenger, Kendall L., Saint Paul, Minn.
Cluff, Dean and Renee, Bemidji, Minn.
Cole, Mary B., Bemidji, Minn.
Coleman, Ken J. and Norma P.,  
 Detroit Lakes, Minn.
Colford, John, Bemidji, Minn.
Coulombe, Eugene G., Mahnomen,  
 Minn.
DeClusin Estate, Arlys, Athol, Idaho
DeMaris, Bertus, Delano, Minn.
DeMarr, Terrence L., Laporte, Minn.
DePew, Douglas, Hines, Minn.
DeVault, Loren J. and Lynelle R.,   
 Bemidji, Minn.
Dietrich, Dustin D. and Kaleen M.,   
 Blackduck, Minn.
Dingman, Lea A., Cokato, Minn.
Dittes, Herbert K., Willmar, Minn.
Downs, Thomas C., Mansfield, Ohio
Dunkley, Connie, Shakopee, Minn.
Dunn, Renee M., Tenstrike, Minn.
Durkee, Barry, Alexandria, Minn.
Edgington, Steve W., Cohasset, Minn.
Ellingson, Ronald, Moorhead, Minn.
Erickson, Bryan and Beverly,  
 Lake in the Hills, Ill.
Erwin, Delora, Park Rapids, Minn.

Fairbanks Day, Kristi L., Redlake, Minn.
Filsmyer, Karen J., Pine River, Minn.
Fiske, Arland O., Moody, Tex.
Forner, Ray C. and Lois K., Cold   
 Spring, Minn.
Forsland, Curtis T., Fort Ripley, Minn.
Forte, Vivian, Bemidji, Minn.
Gesell, Scott, Tenstrike, Minn.
Glass, Troy J., Colorado Springs, Colo.
Gonzales, Marcelino T. and Beaulieu,  
 Stacy, Redlake, Minn.       
Greater Walker Mn LLP - C/O Dan   
 Piprude, Walker, Minn.
Gryskiewicz, Conrad, East Grand   
 Forks, Minn.
Hanson, Michele E. and Jerry L.,   
 Portland, Ore.
Hartfiel, Robert W. and Gloria J.,   
 Poteau, Okla.
Headbird, Carmel, Cass Lake, Minn.
Hegg, Shawn and Tiffany O., Laporte,  
 Minn.
Helberg, Sandy, Cass Lake, Minn.
Heldt, Rayma, Bemidji, Minn.
Hendricks, Stephanie L., Bemidji, Minn.
Hendricks, Steven E. and Hays B.,   
 Cape Garardeau, Mo.
Herr, Marian C., Bemidji, Minn.
Holden, Todd B., Solway, Minn.
Holman, Jean A., Ashby, Minn.
Holstad, Annette, Walker, Minn.
Howard, Burton A., Cass Lake, Minn.
Howard, Melissa, Parker, Colo.
Huber, Kelly M., Faribault, Minn.
Huntington, Edwin, Deer River, Minn.
Idstrom, Tana, Minneapolis, Minn.
Ironbear, VonSue, Bemidji, Minn.
Johnson, Billie D., Bemidji, Minn.
Johnson, Isaac - C/O Alvina Beaulieu,  
 Redlake, Minn.
Johnson, Scott H., Bemidji, Minn.
Jourdan, Cameron E. and Carol,   
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 Willmar, Minn.
Kees, Vivian, Grand Forks, N.D.
Kinney, Ronald L. and Rebecca J.,   
 Queen Creek, Ariz.
Kisley, Matthew P. and Amber M.,   
 Blackduck, Minn.
Knutson, Terry N., Cavalier, N.D.
Konecny Sr., George F., International  
 Falls, Minn.
Kvale, Wendy L., Bemidji, Minn.
Lady Slipper Design, Inc., Bemidji,   
 Minn.
Lake Region Properties - C/O Rick   
 Watson, Bemidji, Minn.
Lampi, Paul J., Duluth, Minn.
Larson, Robert J., Edmond, Okla.
LaSalle, LLC., Walker, Minn.
LaValley, Paulette M. and Neylon,   
 Brendan, Milwaukee, Wis.
LaVoy, Rick S., Gilbert, Ariz.
Licari, Reggie J. and Denise L.,   
 Hibbing, Minn.
Lindstrom, Kelly J., Becida, Minn.
Linn, Michael J. and Angela J.,  
 Bemidji, Minn.
Loeffler, Dawn M., Bemidji, Minn.
Lutgen, Betty J., Blackduck, Minn.
Lynne, Loretta J., Bemidji, Minn.
Magnuson, Jonathon, Rice, Minn.
Matthews, Bob C. and Mardi, Benedict,  
 Minn.
Matthews, Denise C., Bemidji, Minn.
McGahee, Wanda, Dothan, Ala.
McLain, John C. and Denise R., Forest  
 Lake, Minn.
McLeod, Richard and Dian, Walker,  
 Minn.
Miller, Annie M., Blackduck, Minn.
Mondry, Joel, Grand Forks, N.D.
Montgomery, Douglas C., Bemidji,   
 Minn.
Morphew, Mark S., Kailua Kona, Hawaii
Morrill Estate, Dana B., Benedict, Minn.
Moss, David A., Laporte, Minn.
Moylan, Amy, Shevlin, Minn.
Neadeau, Jacqueline, Minneapolis,   
 Minn.
Neadeau, Leah V., Oklee, Minn.

Neeser, Diane M. and Thomas, Little  
 Falls, Minn.
Nei, Bradley F. - C/O Donald Mohler,  
 Laporte, Minn.
Ness Estate, Walter - C/O James Ness,  
 Laporte, Minn.
Newell, Michael R., Bemidji, Minn.
Northern Gospel Mission - C/O Rev  
 Ronald Menges, Mount Airy, N.C.
Nygaard, Teri L. and Bill, Bemidji, Minn.
Olson, Brenda J., Blackduck, Minn.
Omer, Donelle, Walker, Minn.
Page, Suzanne, Reynolds, N.D.
Parmenter, Pamela M., Moorhead,   
 Minn.
Paulson, Chris J., Bemidji, Minn.
Peck, Lorraine M., Blackduck, Minn.
Peterson, Orville C. and Rebecca,   
 Bemidji, Minn.
Peterson, Raielle L., Warroad, Minn.
Peterson, Ronald L., Hines, Minn.
Pierce, Leah M., Park Rapids, Minn.
Raisch III, John J. and Howard,   
 Christina M., Bemidji, Minn.
Reed, Wally F., Madison, Wis.
Reimer, Joseph C. and Sarah L.,  
 Fort Collins, Colo.
Reinesch, Clint B. and Trina L.,  
 Mesa, Ariz.
Remick, Blair V. and Pamela L.,   
 Bemidji, Minn.
Richards, Nancy, Redby, Minn.
Ritchie, Ricky J., Bemidji, Minn.
Robinson, Edward E., Bemidji, Minn.
Rognstad, DeeWayne, Harrison, Mont.
Roos, Theodore C. and Deanna, Cass  
 Lake, Minn.
Rotter, Donna M and Carver, Martha M,  
 New London, Minn.
Rud, Douglas K. and Eileen K., Bemidji,  
 Minn.
Saar, Richard and Becky, Alexandria,  
 Minn.
Salmonson, Teresa, Kelliher, Minn.
Schlueter, Mildred, Bemidji, Minn.
Schmitz, Richard P., Minneapolis, Minn.
Schricker, R W, Walker, Minn.
Selzler, Doris I., Bemidji, Minn.

Shaw, James E., Bemidji, Minn.
Shepard, Charmaine, Pequot Lakes,  
 Minn.
Shuhart, Jane, Seattle, Wash.
Sidor, Wolfgang W. and Elizabeth,  
 Port Mansfield, Tex.
Sievertson, Stanley, Bloomington, Minn.
Simon, Gary, Bemidji, Minn.
Smith, Joseph P. and Nancy J.,   
 Georgetown Township, Mich.
Smith, Natausha R., Duluth, Minn.
Sorquist, Fran, Bemidji, Minn.
Spears, Norman F., Cass Lake, Minn.
Stein, James J., Hines, Minn.
Stillday, Roxanne, Duluth, Minn.
Stout, Lori D., Grand Rapids, Minn.
Strabavy, Sharon A., Anderson, S.C.
Swanson, Emmy E., Babbitt, Minn.
Sykora, Thomas F., Bemidji, Minn.
Taliaferro, Samantha L. and Marvin L.,  
 Bemidji, Minn.
Terrill, Michael R., Bemidji, Minn.
Terrill, Ray and Patsy, Bemidji, Minn.
Terrill, Ray, Bemidji, Minn.
Thibeault, Paul and Rowell, Cynthia R.,  
 East Machias, Maine
Tipp, Jean, Blackduck, Minn.
Tisland, Terry L., Kalispell, Mont.
Vagle, Timothy C. and Jares-Vagle,   
 Darla J., Remer, Minn.
Walter Estate, Glen, Blackduck, Minn.
Weber Estate, Melvin, Minneapolis,   
 Minn.
Westerlund, Marlys, Bemidji, Minn.
White, Derek J., Lino Lakes, Minn.
Willard, Kyle D. and Karen, Alexandria,  
 Minn.
Williams, Donald J., Bemidji, Minn.
Williams, James O., Bemidji, Minn.
Wiltse, Beverly A., Crookston, Minn.
Whittington, Katie, Springfield, Ore.
Woodbury, Timothy, Maple Grove,   
 Minn.
Zander, Don, Minneapolis, Minn.
Ziniel, Linda, Mandan, N.D.
Zubke, Wade D., Grand Rapids, Minn.
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For Sale:
Avalon 1250 wood stove with thermostatically 
controlled blower. $1,000 new will sell for $500. 
751-6077.

Marlin 336 Lever Actions, 1-30/30 with scope, 
1-35 Remington with reloading dies and brass, 
$400 each. Call 218-760-1418.

One glass display cabinet $30, round wood tablet 
$25, TV stand $10, Teddy Ruxpin doll $20, tan 
love seat $30,Kenmore cabinet sewing machine, 
4-drawer, $40, charcoal grills $10/$15, Herend 
figurine $50, Amager girl $50, 751-9311/368-9034.

‘Celotex’ Thermax sheathing for use as a heat 
shield and ⅛" mock birch wood paneling, as-
sorted lengths and widths, Call Steve 224-2699.

55-gallon aquarium on cabinet with enclosed stor-
age space below. Excellent condition. Includes all 
accessories, nothing extra to buy, $175, Smith 
Corona dictionary typewriter model #800, $25, 
call 218-224-3284. 

KitchenAid 23-cubic-foot side by side refrigerator 
freezer with water filtration system and ice maker 
and a KitchenAid double oven with convection. 
Both in bisque color and in good working condi-
tion, call 218-224-3565.

2002 Saturn VUE, 260,000 miles, runs great, 
$1,695, 751-9357 or 766-5200. 

Eight-foot pickup box style trailer, asking $295, 
call 218-224-2836. 

Gently used baby items: wood highchair $40,Little 
Einstein jumper $50, wood crib $45, walker $20, 

single jogging stroller $40, 218-586-2584.

2004 Yukon XL SLT AWD 5.3L leather seats, 
7-passenger, Bose sound, DVD, moon roof, 
autostart, 174,000 miles, some rust, $8,000 offers 
welcome 218-766-7195.

Oak medicine cabinet with lights and 3-way mir-
ror, dimensions: 32"L x 7.5"H x 36.5"W, retails for 
$350, will sell for $75, 218-333-8622.

PRICE REDUCED! Detroit diesel 8V71 engine w/ 
Allison HT740 transmission, removed from MCI-9 
bus on Sept. 5, 2014. Excellent condition, video 
of it running in the bus available on YouTube at  
http://youtube/Wo7HnJNRhdM. Approx. 29,000 
miles on engine rebuild. All rebuild invoices avail-
able for review. Motor & tranny has had routine 
maintenance and very well cared for. References 
available. $6,400/OBO, US$, 218-759-9713.

Wanted:
Old appliances, pianos, computers, etc., (will 
pick up free of charge.) Will also clean up ga-
rages, shops, barns, farmsteads, small items or 
large. 75-mile radius of Bemidji. 712-369-3291 
(PLEASE NOTE THE 712 AREA CODE).

Utility trailer, 5’ x 10’ to 12’ with tilt or ramp, 2,000 
lb. capacity (minimum), prefer aluminum, NO 
JUNK! 218-444-8952. 

Bugle wanted for learning to play Taps, 835-7843.

Free:
Free blueprint machine, still works! DIAZIT Co. 
Inc. Model 6290, email: lukmar@paulbunyan.net. 

Classified ads rules
For sale and wanted items only. 50 words or 300 characters, maximum length. No rental, business, 
service, real estate or personal ads. Ads are published on a first-come, first-serve basis and are 
free to Beltrami Electric members. Due to space constraints, there is no guarantee your ad will 
appear. Limited to one "for sale" and one "wanted" ad per issue. Repeat ads are only allowed for 
three consecutive months. The ad deadline is the first of the month to be included in the next issue. 
For example, an ad received February 1 would be included in the March issue due out the end of 
February. An ad received February 2 would be included in the April issue due out the end of March. 
Ads are preferred to be submitted via the web at www.beltramielectric.com or via email at info@
beltramielectric.com, but may be submitted by mail, phone or in person at the cooperative. All 
telephone numbers are presumed to have a 218 area code unless otherwise noted.

Beltrami Electric Cooperative recently recognized 11 
employees for a total of 270 years of service to our members. 
From left to right, with number of years in parenthesis: Front 
row – Arlene Hogquist (25), Rebecca Zaiser (15), Sheila 
Story (10). Back Row – Kurt Yerbich (35), Dave Ethen (35), 
Jeff Marden (25), Dan Dow (25), Jay Declusin (15), William 
Haman (15), Rick Eisenzimmer (35), Randy Dahle (35).

CELEBRATING YEARS OF SERVICE
Beltrami Electric Cooperative, Buena Vista's power 

supplier, is celebrating an anniversary too ... 75 years!

  65TH
 

ANNIVERSARY!

COME 
CELEBRATE 
WITH US!

NORTHERN SAFETY & SECURITY
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Beltrami Electric's Indoor Garage Sale to Benefit the 
United Way of the Bemidji Area is coming May 2!

Booth reservations will open on Thursday, March 5, and 
will be accepted until all 64 booths have been filled. If 
interested, come in to our office at 4111 Technology Dr.  
in Bemidji and sign up or contact Cammie at 444-3675  
or cvogel@beltramielectric.com.

VENDOR SPACES 
FILL UP FAST!

Beltrami Electric’s board of directors 
conducted its monthly meeting 
Wednesday, Dec. 31, 2014. All directors 
were present. Also present were General 
Manager Lynette Nieuwsma, Director 
of Finance and Member Services Sid 
Sletten and Executive Secretary Kay 
Olson.

The following reports were given:
• The manager presented her monthly 

report, including a review of current 
operations, wholesale accounts, 
discussion on the Revenue Deferral 
Plan and the upcoming strategic 
planning session.

• Sid Sletten reviewed the November 
financial report and work order 
inventories, as well as accelerating 
the depreciation of obsolete metering 
systems.

• Bob Naylor and Mark Farabee 
discussed the Northland Regional 
Shooting Sports Park.

• Department managers presented 
narratives for the various departments 
2015 budget.

• Sid Sletten presented the 2015 budget.
• The CEO and Sam Mason presented 

an agreement with the National 
Renewable Cooperative Organization 
(NRCO) for continued research of a 
solar garden at Beltrami Electric.

• A board policy committee for 2015 
was appointed by President Coe. Jerry 
Larson, Bob Wallner and Jeff Nelson 
were appointed.

• Sam Mason reported on load 
management hours, Incremental 
Pricing Plan, Conservation 
Improvement Program and presented 
the 2015 marketing plan.

• Appointed Bob Wallner as the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association (NRECA) delegate and 
Rick Coe as the alternate.

The following actions were taken:
• Approved the 2015 budget.
• Approved the 2015 marketing plan.
• Approved signing agreement with 

NRCO.
• Approved write-off of obsolete 

metering system.

The next board meeting will be  
Jan. 28, 2015, beginning at 9 a.m.

Board Meeting
Highlights

anniversary celebration - 
your recipes are needed!

Beltrami Electric will celebrate its 75th anniversary in 2015, culminating at an Open House on June 24 at 
Cooperative headquarters in Bemidji. As part of the event, we are asking our members to submit their 
favorite recipes for a cookbook we will compile and distribute at our celebration. Please submit your favorite 
recipe in one of the following categories:

75 th

•Appetizers
•Soups/Salads
Please send your submission to:
•   Recipes, c/o Beltrami Electric Cooperative,  

PO Box 488, Bemidji, MN 56619
•   info@beltramielectric.com (include “Recipe”  

in subject line)
•  In person at 4111 Technology Dr. NW, Bemidji

With your recipe, include the key ingredients, along 
with your name and city for recognition.

Thanks for your participation in this project, and 
we look forward to offering this gift to our members! 

Those contributing will have a  
copy reserved for them!

•Cookies & Candy
•Breads

•Side dishes
•Main dishes

•Desserts 
•Miscellaneous

ATTENTION BUILDING AND  
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

www.beltramielectric.com

* Thurs., Feb. 5 Hampton Inn
Bemidji, Minn.

Another option is on Wed., Feb. 4
Alerus Center, Grand Forks, N.D.

For more information about the program, contact Sue Black, Minnkota com-
munications/member services specialist, at (701) 795-4292 or email questions 
to sblack@minnkota.com.

Minnkota and the associated systems will host contractor continuing  
education workshops again in 2015. This program is aimed at providing  
area trade allies with the latest information in building and electrical  
practices. Dates for the remaining 2015 sessions are:



4111 Technology DR NW 
PO Box 488 
Bemidji, MN 56619-0488 
218-444-2540 • 800-955-6083 
www.beltramielectric.com

How to pay your Beltrami Electric  
Cooperative bill using cash in person:
 1.  Find MoneyGram – more than 39,000 U.S. agent 

locations inside retailers like CVS/pharmacy, 
Advance America, Albertsons, Walmart and 
thousands more!

 2. Bring these with you:
   •  Cash: enough for your payment and  

the MoneyGram fee 
   •  Your Beltrami Electric Cooperative  

Account Number 
   • Receive Code: 15088

Make your payment today through MoneyGram!

We’re there for the light bulb moments

218-444-2540 or 1-800-955-6083 • www.beltramielectric.com

Electricity is helping the leaders of tomorrow shine in  
the classroom.

How do you spark imaginations without it? When the school  
day starts, electricity is there to power the lights, computers  
and new technology that are changing the way we learn.

The combination of electricity and education  
provides a powerful value – each and every day.

NOW 
AVAILABLE!

 3.  Complete the MoneyGram ExpressPayment®  
blue form, use the red MoneyGram phone or use 
the MoneyGram kiosk to complete your transaction. 
(Payment processes may vary depending on your 
location. Simply ask an associate for help.) 

• Find a MoneyGram location: www.MoneyGram.com/
BillPayLocations 

• Learn more about paying bills through MoneyGram:  
www.MoneyGram.com/BillPayment

How to pay your bill online  
through MoneyGram:
 1. Go to MoneyGram.com/PayBills.
 2.  In the Search field, Beltrami Electric  

Cooperative or 15088.
 3. Click on the link that appears.
 4.  Follow the prompts and complete  

the transaction.

LOCAL PARTICIPATING 
AGENTS

• Teals in Cass Lake

• Walmart

• CVS in Bemidji


